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As you are aware, the Scottish Parliament’s EU Strategy places a number of 
responsibilities on subject committees in relation to consideration of EU issues, 
including a requirement to agree a list of EU priorities from the latest Commission 
Work Programme (CWP). 
 
At its meeting on 29 January, the Justice Committee agreed the following three 
proposals from the CWP 2013 as priorities: 
 

(1) Special safeguards in criminal procedures for suspected or accused 
persons (carried forward from the 2012 CWP and expected in the second 
half of 2013); 

(2) Service in the Member States of judicial and extrajudicial documents in 
 civil and commercial matters (expected in June 2013); and 
(3) Establishment of a European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) to protect 
 the financial interests of the Union (expected in the second half of 2013). 

 
The Committee agreed to return to the first two priorities later in the year once 
further details of the scope of the proposals are made available. The Committee 
considered that the third proposal is sufficiently advanced (having been 
included in the Lisbon Treaty) to write seeking your views on how the 
European Public Prosecutor’s Office might impact on the Scottish criminal 
justice system. 
 
You will also be aware that the Committee has been following closely developments 
in relation to the UK Government’s 2014 opt-out decision on police and criminal 
justice measures adopted prior to the Lisbon Treaty. On 29 January, the Committee 
noted the latest developments on this issue, along with your correspondence of 23 
January. We welcome your commitment to keep us informed of further 
developments in this area as they arise.  
 
Given that a number of Scottish bodies and organisations have already provided 
written and oral evidence to the current inquiry of the House of Lords EU Select 
Committee’s sub-committees E and F, the Committee has decided not to undertake 
any separate evidence-gathering at this stage. However, we will continue to closely 
monitor developments and await with interest publication of the House of Lords 
inquiry report. 
 
The Committee would welcome a response in relation to the proposal on creation of 
a European Public Prosecutor’s Office by 13 March 2013. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
30 January 2013 
 


